Fine Arts (continued)
music.
♦ Show appropriate performance

skills in all situations.
♦ Compare and contrast, listen to,

sing, and/or play musical
literature from various cultures
using correct terminology.

Dance
♦ Identify body parts and describe

locomotor and non-locomotor
movements they perform.

♦ Identify personal and shared

space, directions, levels, size of
movements, and body shapes.
♦ Identify quick vs. slow and strong

vs. light movements.
♦ Identify two and three parts in a

dance and/or accompaniment
(AB, ABA form).
♦ Identify starting and ending

positions in personal or peer
dances.

♦ Suggest meanings that locomotor

and non-locomotor movement can
convey (ex: light, quick, happy,

Antioch District 34
dragging, sad).

Educating our children
to be life-long learners

♦ Observe and discuss how dance is

different from other forms of
human movement.
♦ Perform folk dances from various

cultures with competence and
confidence.
♦ Create a dance that reveals

understanding of a concept or
idea from another discipline (ex:
the concept of patterning in
dance, music, visual art, and
math).

A Curriculum Guide
for Parents

Technology
Technology is one of many tools that students have at their disposal as they engage in the learning process.
Educational technology is the application of technology to the learning process. A technologically literate student
accesses and acquires knowledge, exchanges ideas and opinions, solves problems, and creates, innovates and
expresses themselves through the skillful use of a variety of technologies. Technology is integrated into the
classroom through daily planned activities and is used by students when its use will increase understanding and
enhance learning.

What you can expect your child to learn and be

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .
♦ Operates technology using basic

menu commands, input/output
devices, and beginning
keyboarding skills (i.e.: menu,
scroll bar, and mouse).
♦ Create products with guidance

using a variety of media that are
developmentally appropriate (i.e.:
products containing original ideas
and pictures).

♦ Log onto the Internet, navigate to

a website and use it to support
learning and problem solving.
♦ Communicate about technology

using developmentally
appropriate vocabulary.

♦ Demonstrate respect for the

computer and technology devices.
♦ Identify a digital camera,

projector and scanner.

T

his guide shares important information about the Illinois Learning
Standards. These standards outline state requirements for your
child’s learning program and what students across the state should
be able to do in certain subjects.
A good educational system provides many tools that help children
learn. Curriculum standards are useful for making sure:
•

teachers know what is to be taught;

•

children know what is to be learned; and

•

parents and the public can determine how well the concepts
are being learned.

The following pages provide information about learning standards for
English language arts; mathematics; science; social studies; physical
development, health, and social emotional; fine arts; and technology
for 1st grade.
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English Language Arts

Fine Arts

Through the study of the language arts, students will learn to read fluently and understand a broad range of written
materials. They must be able to communicate well and listen carefully and effectively. They should develop a
command of the language and demonstrate their knowledge through speaking and writing for a variety of audiences
and purposes. In addition, students must be able to study, retain, and use information from many sources.

In addition to their intrinsic value, the arts contribute to children’s development and enrich the quality of life. The fine
arts – dance, drama, music, and visual arts – are fundamental ways of knowing and thinking. The fine arts of
curriculum addresses the language of the fine arts, sensory elements, organizational principles, expressive qualities,
and how the arts are similar, different, or related to one another. Students also learn how to interpret visual images,
sounds, movement, and story. The creation and performance of the arts is emphasized along with the role of the
arts in civilization.

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .
Reading
♦ Read and understand text at a

reading level that meets the first
grade reading goal.
♦ Blend sounds into words and

separates words into sounds.
♦ Use known digraphs and blends

while reading.
♦ Apply word analysis skills to

decode words with short, long,
and irregular vowel patterns.

♦ Apply reading strategies such as

using picture clues, sounding out
words, and going back and
rereading.
♦ Reading high frequency (word

Literature

and expression.

♦ Identify the elements of line,

shape, space, color, and texture;
the principles of repetition and
pattern; and the expressive
qualities of mood, emotion, and
pictorial representation.

a story.
♦ Retell the main idea and details

of text.
♦ Compare and contrast elements

of a story.

♦ Compare similarities and

♦ Summarize beginning, middle,

differences in works of art.

and end of a story.

♦ Identify media and tools and how

to use them in a safe and
responsible manner when painting,
drawing, and constructing.

♦ Identify character, setting, and

plot.
♦ Distinguish between real and

♦ Demonstrate knowledge and skills

make-believe.
♦ Make text-to-text and text-to-self

wall) words.
♦ Read fluently with proper rate

Visual Art

♦ Generate predictions to go with

connections.

Writing
♦ Support writing with details.
♦ Write in complete sentences
♦ Use correct capitalization and

punctuation.
♦ Compose a message that is clear

and organized.
♦ Reflect personality in writing.
♦ Experiment with a variety of

vocabulary.

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .

Listening and
Speaking
♦ Listen attentively by facing the

speaker, making eye contact,
and retelling what is said.
♦ Generate questions and respond

to questions from others.
♦ Carry out oral instructions

accurately.
♦ Speak effectively in front of

classmates.
♦ Participate in class discussions.

to create visual works of art using
manipulation, eye-hand
coordination, building, and
imagination.

♦ Recognize art that reflects various

societies, cultures, and civilizations,
both past and present.

General Music

♦ Show loud vs. soft, getting louder

and getting softer; high vs. low,
getting higher and getting lower;
fast vs. slow, getting faster and
getting slower; long vs. short, even
vs. uneven (even vs. compound
meter), “steady” vs. “unsteady”
beat.
♦ Show beat vs. rhythm.

or story within an artwork (ex: The
Sorcerer’s Apprentice).
♦ Perform with singing, speaking,

whispering, and shouting voices.
♦ Identify the voices of their

classmates and teacher.
♦ Identify and label sounds of

classroom and orchestral
instruments.
♦ Identify and label “outside

sounds.”
♦ Connect sound characteristics to

iconic (contour) notation.
♦ Read quarter note, eighth notes in

pairs, and quarter rest in “stick
notation.”
♦ Read melodic tones (mi, sol, and

la) on two and three line staves.
♦ Read simple three note songs (mi,

sol, and la) from notation.
♦ Sing songs of various cultures, with

proper technique, in rhythm, and
maintaining a steady tempo.
♦ Create and perform appropriate

music to augment stories.
♦ Develop a repertoire of 36 songs

including American and
International folk, traditional songs
from around the world, and music
from varied historical periods.

♦ Show different formal sections

♦ Perform in a yearly program

(verse vs. chorus or A vs. B).

♦ Participate appropriately as

♦ Begin to listen critically, telling

about aspects of a performance.
♦ Describe a theme, idea, feeling,

audience members in classroom,
assemblies, and concert venues.
♦ Identify the ways music is used in

celebration.
♦ Sing songs from different seasons,

holidays, and celebrations.
♦ Begin to connect sounds and

“sound images” from a musical
work to stories about people and
everyday life.

♦ Participate freely in musical

activities.

Strings Program
(Optional)
First Grade Strings reinforces the
standards taught in the general
music program. In addition, students
who choose to take lessons will work
to achieve the standards listed
below with greater proficiency than
those who participate only in the
classroom music program
♦ Demonstrate steady beat.
♦ Perform exercises in the method

book demonstrating steady beat.
♦ Play different notes using correct

technique.
♦ Demonstrate the ability to pluck

the strings.
♦ Demonstrate the ability to identify

the sound of the A and D string.
♦ Demonstrate the ability to

produce sounds using the bow,
using technique appropriate to
their skill level.
♦ Perform assigned exercises from

musical notation.
♦ Perform a variety of assigned

Physical Development, Health, and Social Emotional
As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .
responsible behaviors to achieve
school and life success.
♦ Exhibit a positive attitude towards

physical activity by having fun
and enjoying the experience.
♦ Begin to learn and apply

acceptable behaviors in a
physical activity setting.
♦ Understand and follow classroom

rules to ensure safety.
♦ Begin to interact with others in a

classroom setting.
♦ Respect everyone’s ability levels.
♦ Begin to accept differences in

Physical Education
Physical development programs
offer students the opportunity to
enhance their minds and bodies.
♦ Show maturity and control in

locomotor and non-locomotor
skills, along with fundamental
patterns.

♦ Execute proper form in basic

manipulative skills.
♦ Show body control when changing

direction at various speeds.
♦ Identify the different locomotor

skills.

promotion, safety, and
understanding the human.
Problem solving, communication,
responsible decision making, and
team-building skills are major
emphases, as well.
♦ Engage in physical activity at

school and at home.
♦ Understand the basic concept of

germs and how to prevent them
from spreading.
♦ Understand the importance of

♦ Use equipment properly.

Health
Healthy minds and bodies are basic
to academic success. The health
curriculum focuses on health

♦ Accept challenges through

perseverance and patience.
♦ Use physical activity as an avenue

to express oneself in a positive
manner.
♦ Cooperate with others by working

together in an encouraging
environment.

Mathematics is a language we use to identify, describe, and investigate the patterns and challenges of everyday
living. It deals with numbers, quantities, shapes, and data, as well as numerical relationships and operations.
Mathematics is a way of approaching new challenges through investigating, reasoning, visualizing, and problem
solving with the goal of communicating the relationships observed and problems solved to others.

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .
Number Sense
♦ Read and write whole numbers in

isolation.
♦ Write numbers to 100.
♦ Fill in missing numbers in a

sequence to 100.
♦ Count by 2s, 5s, and 10s to 100.
♦ Identify odd and even numbers.
♦ Understand place value to the

hundreds place up to 999.
♦ Use key words that indicate

addition or subtraction to solve a
one-step word problem and draw
a picture to match.
♦ Use a variety of strategies to add

and subtract whole numbers.
♦ Identify and model fractions using

concrete materials and pictorial
representations (1/4, 1/3, 1/2,
whole).
♦ Compare numbers using the

terms greater than, less than,
and equal to.

eating a healthy snack.
♦ Understand the role that exercise

has on the body, emphasizing the
heart, lungs and muscles.

♦ Have knowledge of basic physical

education vocabulary and
concepts, and apply it to the
activities.

regards to gender and disability
among students.

Mathematics

Social Emotional
Social and emotional learning is the
process through which children
develop awareness and
management of their emotions, use
social-awareness and interpersonal
skills to establish and maintain
positive relationships, and
demonstrate decision making and

Estimation and
Measurement
♦ Estimate and measure using

standard and non-standard units
of measurement.
♦ Read, write, and draw time to

the hour, half hour, and quarter
hour.
♦ Identify the names and values of

coins.
♦ Count the value of a set of coins.

Algebra and
Analytical Methods
♦ Create, describe, and extend

number patterns.
♦ Find the unknown number in a

simple whole number addition
and subtraction number
sentence, (ex: 2 + □ =5).
♦ Recognize and use algebraic

notions including +, -, =, <, >, ¢,
and $.
♦ Illustrate general principles and

properties of operations (ex:
communicative property of
addition and the additive
identity).

Geometry
♦ Describe attributes and parts of

two- and three-dimensional
geometric shapes.
♦ Determine the number of sides

and corners of a shape.
♦ Create and identify figures that

show a line of symmetry.

Data Analysis and
Probability
♦ Collect, record, and evaluate data.

Science

Social Science

The goal of science education is to develop in learners an understanding of the inquiry process as it is related to key
concepts and principles of the life, physical, and the earth/space sciences. The curriculum addresses the integration
of the sciences with the technology and society as students learn to connect the importance of scientific knowledge
to its application in everyday life.

The study of social science helps students develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the
public good. Students are preparing to become citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an
interdependent world. The curriculum integrates the disciplines of social science to promote civic competence.

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .

As a result of their schooling, students will be able to . . .
♦ Compare and contrast lifestyles

♦ Investigate and determine the

different from their own using the
five strands of social studies
(history, geography, economics,
political, social).

basic needs of plants and animals.
♦ Compare and contrast plants and

animals in freshwater and
woodland habitats and describe
the ways they depend on each
other.

Our Community
♦ Identify the lifestyles that make up

their community using the five
strands of social studies (history,
geography, economics, political,
social).

Safety and Practices
of Science
♦ Identify and reduce potential

hazards in science activities.

National Symbols

♦ Identify and demonstrate proper

♦ Locate National Symbols and

use of laboratory equipment.

Scientific Inquiry

♦ Develop and investigate questions

on scientific topics.
♦ Record data on record sheets, bar

graphs, line plots, data tables,
and Venn diagrams.
♦ Communicate ideas, observations,

and experiences through writing,
drawing, and discussion.

Concepts and
Principles Balancing and
Weighing

Science, Technology,
and Society
♦ Demonstrate safe science

practices in the classroom.

explain the history and why the
location was chosen.

Past Communities
♦ Explain and locate where a past

culture came from.
♦ Understand the wants and needs

of a community from the past.

♦ Experiment with a beam balance,

♦ Explain the rules and laws of a

an equal arm balance, and
concrete materials to examine the
relationship between weight and
balance.

♦ Identify important celebrations

past community.
and traditions of a past
community.

♦ Apply comparing and weighing

Concepts and
Principles Weather
♦ Observe and record the weather

using the senses and simple tools
(wind speed, temperature, and
rainfall).
♦ Observe differences in clouds.
♦ Organize and compare weather

data on graphs and charts.

strategies to solve problems
(ordering objects from lightest to
heaviest).

Elements of Culture
♦ Explain how culture can change

through time.
♦ Recognize how goods and services

Concepts and
Principles Organisms

can affect a culture.
♦ Understand how rules and laws

develop within a culture.

♦ Observe, categorize, and

describe the characteristics of
plants, animals, and non-living
things.

♦ Identify important traditions and

celebrations within a culture.
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World Culture

♦ Judge and value how National

Symbols affect the economy.
♦ Explain the effects of Patriotism

on our culture, past and present.

Map Skills
♦ Locate and recognize the symbols

on a map key.
♦ Identify cardinal directions, land,

water, oceans, and continents on a
globe and map.
♦ Create an aerial map (ex:

classroom, bedroom).

